


























































Keigo Yamamoto

"n

Foot No. 3. 1977. 10 minutes, black and white.

Foot No. 4. 1978. 10 minutes, color.

Born February 4, 1936, Fukui.

Graduated from Fukui University in 1958, and has since

had exhibitions in Fukui, Kyoto, Nagoya, Osaka, and

Tokyo. Lives in Fukui.

Foot No. 3

SELECTED INDIVIDUAL EXHIBITIONS

1962,65 Shinagawa Gallery, Fukui

1969 Gallery 16, Kyoto

1969-71 Fire event series, Fukui

1969-71 Smoke event series, Fukui, Kanazawa, Tokyo,

Toyama

1970 Muramatsu Gallery, Tokyo

1972,73 Video exhibitions, Gallery 16, Kyoto

1974 Photography exhibition, Muramatsu Gallery,

Tokyo

1977 Video exhibition, Institute of Contemporary

Art, Tokyo

1978 Video exhibition, Muramatsu Gallery, Tokyo

1978 Video exhibition, Gallery U, Nagoya

SELECTED GROUP EXHIBITIONS

1968 "Eighth Contemporary Art Exhibition of Japan,"

Tokyo Metropolitan Art Museum, Tokyo

1968 "Trends in Contemporary Japanese Art," Kyoto

National Museum of Modern Art, Kyoto

1968 "The '68 Today's Artists Exhibition," Citizens'

Center, Yokohama

1972 "Video Week: Open Retina Grab Your Image, "

American Center, Tokyo

1973 "Kyoto Biennale '73, " Kyoto City Art Museum,

Kyoto

1974 "Tokyo - New York Video Express, " Tenjosajiki

Hall, Tokyo

1974 "Japan Art Festival '74," Montreal Contempo

rary Art Museum, Montreal, and Vancouver Art

Gallery, Vancouver

1974 "Fourteenth Annual St. Jude Invitational,"

de Saisset Art Gallery, Santa Clara University,

Santa Clara

1975 "Video Art, " Institute of Contemporary Art,

University of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia

1975 "Fifth International Open Encounter on Video, "

Espace Pierre Cardin, Paris

1975 "Thirteenth Sdo Paulo Biennale, " Sao Paulo

1977 "Documenta 6, " Kassel, West Germany

1977 "Bird's Eye View of Contemporary Japanese Art, "

Kyoto National Museum of Modern Art, Kyoto

1977 "First Video Arts Festival," Fylkingen Founda

tion, Stockholm

1978 "Twelfth Tokyo Biennale," Tokyo Metropolitan

Art Museum, Tokyo

1978 "Tenth International Open Encounter on Video, "

Sogetsu Hall, Tokyo

STATEMENT

There exists the slightest discrepancy between a certain

"simple action" and the "imitating action" that cannot

be discerned by the naked eye. In Foot No. 3 , for

example, the video camera tapes an extremely simple

action consisting of raising and lowering (the heel of)

one foot and moving the foot left and right. The action

is shown simultaneously on two monitors, "A" and "B. "

I put my foot on monitor "A" and, watching the simple

action on monitor "B, " I try to imitate the action as

accurately as possible. The imitation is also recorded

with a video camera.

Spatial-temporal discrepancies occur as the action passes

through the nervous system, from the eyes to the cerebrum

to the motor nerves, until it finally ends. This is visual

ized by the electronic video circuit, with only a second's

delay. These discrepancies express the degree of mental

tension of each moment.

Another circuit exists, which is the audience. The dif

ference between the original action and its imitation is

perceived as "ma" (interval), which is sometimes taken

as a humorous and sometimes as a spiritual experience.

I therefore feel that video has the possibility of expand

ing and deepening our senses, as well as our conventional

forms of expression.

I am sometimes charmed with the beauty of moving feet.

In Foot No. 4 I abstracted only the line of a foot

and brought it into full relief. And I visualized the speed

of a moving foot that shifted from the state of "A" to the

state of "B" with little difference in time as an "interval"

of two lines of a foot, that is A and B. I would be very

happy if visitors saw humor in perceiving the interval of

the shift between A and B.
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Chronology

1968

April

"Say Something Now, I'm Looking for Something to Say, " a video event, is pro

duced by Yoshiaki Tono and Katsuhiro Yamaguchi at Sogetsu Hall, Tokyo.

1970

March- September

At "EXPO '70, " Osaka, experimental video works are presented with other electron

ically-generated works.

May

"Tenth Tokyo Biennial: Between Man and Matter, " presented at the Tokyo Metropol

itan Art Museum, Tokyo.

1971

October

Video Earth is organized by Kou Nakajima, Tokyoe

November

Michael Goldberg of Intermedia (now Video Inn), Vancouver, begins four-month

stay in Japan .

1972

February

"Video Communication/Do-It- Yourself Kit, " the first Japanese video show, is held

at the Sony Building, Tokyo. Organized by Michael Goldberg with Japanese art

ists. Exhibition participants formed Video Hiroba, a group including Sakumi Hagi-

wara, Nobuhiro Kawanaka, Hakudo Kobayashi, Masao Komura, Toshio Matsumoto,

Shoko Matsushita, Rikuro Miyai, Michitaka Nakahara, Fujiko Nakaya, Yoshiaki

Tono, Katsuhiro Yamaguchi, and Keigo Yamamoto.

October

"Video Week: Open Retina Grab Your Image, " an exhibition organized by Video

Hiroba in collaboration with the American Center, Tokyo.

"Video Week Symposium" is organized by Masao Komura, Tetsuo Matsushita, Michi

taka Nakahara, Fujiko Nakaya, and Yoshiaki Tono; with Arthur Ginsberg, Mitsuru

Kataoka, John Whitney, Ben Konnor, Jiro Takamatsu, Taeko Tomioka, and Yusuki

Nakahara.

"Video Week Workshop" is organized by Mitsutoshi Hanga to familiarize artists

with portable video equipment.
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1973

January

At the Vancouver "Matrix International Video Conference" Fujiko Nakaya presents

videotapes by Video Hiroba members.

March

"Methods cf Using Video as a Means of Community Participation in Urban Renewal, "

a research project in Yokohama City, is commissioned by the Economic Planning

Agency. Study is conducted by Kazuko Enomoto, Hakudo Kobayashi, Nobuhiro

Kawanaka, Shoko Matsushita, Fujiko Nakaya, and Katsuhiro Yamaguchi .

June

Video Earth produces a video document of candidate Akiyuki Nosaka's Senate

campaign.

July

Video Hiroba members produce videotape series for the Nigata Electric Company

Community Center.

August

"American Video Show, " with videotapes by John Reilly and Rudi Stern, is at the

American Center, Tokyo.

November

Video Information Center, equipped with a portable video system, begins document

ing dance, theatrical, music, poetry, and performance events.

1974

January

"Tokyo- New York Video Express, " an exhibition produced by Shigeko Kubota with

Video Hiroba and the Underground Center at Tenjosajiki Hall, with videotapes by

thirty American artists and fifteen Video Hiroba members.

First issue of Video Express magazine appears, published by Video Hiroba.

April

"Video Kyoto 1974, " an exhibition of works by Video Hiroba members and artists

from the Kyoto/Osaka area, is at Signum Gallery, Kyoto.

May

Video Art section added to the "Eleventh International Contemporary Art Exhibit

ion, " which includes video works by Hakudo Kobayashi, Masao Komura, Shigeko

Kubota, Shoji Matsumoto, Fujiko Nakaya, Morihiro Wada, Katsuhiro Yamaguchi,

and Keigo Yamamoto. Exhibition is presented at the Tokyo Metropolitan Art Muse

um, Tokyo.

August

"Video Game Festival" is produced by Video Hiroba, Karuizawa.
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1975

January

"Film Media in Tamura *75, " a special week of videotapes and performances by

seven artists, is presented at Tamura Gallery, Tokyo.

"Video Art, " Institute of Contemporary Art, University of Pennsylvania, Philadel

phia. Video Hiroba members' videotapes are included in this exhibition, which is

later shown at The Contemporary Arts Center, Cincinnati; Museum of Contemporary

Art, Chicago; and the Wadsworth Atheneum, Hartford.

October

In "Thirteenth Biennale of SQo Paulo, " Japan is represented by video installation

works of Katsuhiro Yamaguchi and Keigo Yamamoto.

1976

February

Video Earth presents "Video Menu" at the Contemporary Music Festival.

November

"Japan Today, " with video works by Shimamoto and Fujiko Nakaya, is presented

at the Yokohama Citizens Gallery, Yokohama.

1977

April

Video Art section for public events is added to the "Thirteenth Japanese Contempo

rary Art Exhibition, " Tokyo Metropolitan Art Museum, Tokyo.

Formation of the Woman and Video group.

August

Symposium "Tokyo- Sapporo Video Express" is organized by Minoru Takeyama and

Katsuhiro Yamaguchi in Sapporo.

"Maki Space Video in Tokyo, " a group exhibition, is presented at the Maki Gallery,

Tokyo.

" '77 September All Night, " a twelve-hour video event, is shown with film and

synthesizer material.

October

"Japan-U.S. Contemporary Art Exhibition, " 80 Langton Street Gallery, San Fran

cisco, is organized by Nobuo Yamagichi and Steven Moore.

December

"Videokunst aus Deutschland und Japan, " an exhibition at the Fukui Prefectural Art

Museum, Fukui.
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1978

January

"Pan Conceptual '78, 11 a video exhibition at the Tamura Gallery, Tokyo, with

works by Australian, New Zealand, United States, Canadian, and Japanese artists.

May

"Tenth International Open Encounter on Video" is held at Sogetsu Hall, Tokyo;

organized by Centro de Arte y Communicacion.

November

"Videokunst aus Deutschland und Japan: Wege zu neuen Erkenntnissen, 11 opens at

the Maki Gallery, Tokyo; organized by the Maki Gallery and the Goethe Institute,

Tokyo .
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William S. Paley, Chairman of the Board; Gardner Cowles, Mrs. Bliss Parkinson, David Rockefeller,
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Mrs. Walter Hochschild,* Mrs. John R. Jakobson, Philip Johnson, Ronald S. Lauder, John L. Loeb,
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Tobin, Edward M. M. Warburg,* Mrs. Clifton R. Wharton, Jr., Monroe Wheeler,* John Hay Whitney

* Honorary Trustee
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